
Happy New Year! School is back in session and 

students should be working hard to complete 

lessons. Parent-Teacher Conferences will be 

Feb. 5 and 12. Teachers will be contacting 

parents to set up times.  
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Newark Digitizer  

“Inspiring individual learning through innovation.” 

Tuesday, January 21st in the NDA Oriena-

tion Room.  

For grades 5-8 you will meet from 

9:00am—11:00am 

For grades 9-12 you will meet from 

1:00pm—3:00pm  

 

NDA ART DAY 

LESSON CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES  

There will be a video conference with a Holocaust survivor for Holocaust Remembrance Day 

on Monday, January 27th from 11-12 in the NDA Orientation Room. Social Studies Lesson 

Credit is available.  

There will be a special Geometry lesson on Thursday, January 16th from 10-12. Geometry 
lesson credit is available. If there is a snow day that day, the makeup day will be Thursday, January 

23rd. Please contact Laurena Collins with any questions and to RSVP. lcollins@newarkschools.us  



 

Student Columns 

By Vanessa Miller 

Winter can seem really long, so here are 15 things to do if you get a little cabin 

fever. 

Start a new hobby (knitting, stained glass, building models) 

Try a new recipe 

Scrapbooking 

Clean 

Rearrange your furniture 

Have a movie and popcorn night 

Research your family history and create a family tree 

Write a letter to an old friend or family member 

Make a snowman or snow fort 

Make frozen bubbles 

Have a snowball fight 

Camp inside 

Make snow ice cream 

Set up an obstacle course 

Learn magic tricks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Columns 

 

The Correlation Between Theater and Justice System  
Rehabilitation 

 

By Carli Rettig 
 

Throughout generations of musical theater, different productions have become 

relevant only to lose their time in the spotlight within a few months. Almost four years 

ago, a breakthrough musical entitled Hamilton made its debut in Chicago. Hamilton has 

continued to remain relevant to this day, with its album gaining over one-hundred mil-

lion streams on music platforms like Spotify and Apple Music. Hamilton’s success is 

widely attributed to the diversity of its cast and the innovative music style it introduced 

to the musical theater community.  

Hamilton’s popularity has impacted other productions to take risks, as well as in-

fluence a non-profit organization based in Ohio to adapt their own performance of the 

show. Healing Broken Circles is an organization that provides opportunities for those 

touched by the justice system to pursue new hobbies and programs to help them heal, 

learn, and thrive in and out of the justice system.  

The Hamilton Project, a production put on by a group known as the KUJI Chorus 

and Theater of Conviction, made its debut in the second full week of November to an 

open audience that could share their artistic experience. The Hamilton Project pro-

duced a performance that demonstrated, according to the program’s Instagram page 

@healingbrokencircles, the “broadening of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s story through the lens 

of punishment and mass incarceration.”  

Using innovative and reformative ways to positively impact the lives of those 

touched by the justice system should be recognized more. Lin-Manuel Miranda, the 

creator of Hamilton who also starred as the lead role in the original production of the 

show, wrote a letter to those involved in The Hamilton Project stating how proud he 

was when he heard of what they were doing to heal, learn, and thrive.  

 



                                                         

Recipe of the Month 

Homemade Hot Chocolate  

Ingredients: 

½ cup sugar 

¼ cup baking cocoa 

Dash of salt 

1/3 cup water 

4 cups milk 

Topping of your choice 

 

Directions: 

In a saucepan combine sugar, cocoa, salt, and water. Bring to a boil.   

Stir in milk and vanilla. Heat until hot, but don’t boil.  

Pour into mug and top with topping of your choice.  

 

Tips: 

Some fun, festive toppings include marshmallows, marshmallow fluff, frosting, cinnamon, 

whipped cream, chocolate chips, and peppermint flakes. 

If you don’t have baking cocoa at home, you can substitute chocolate chips for the sug-

ar and cocoa.  
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I hope you are enjoying the mild winter weather that we are having this year! We are all happy that 

the Fall 2019 testing window is now closed and we can resume a regular schedule at NDA. We look 

forward to seeing you come in for tutoring. The current weather should allow you to make it in safe-

ly on foot or otherwise. If we do get some nasty winter weather, NDA will be closed if Newark City 

School buildings are closed. When we are on a delay, staff will be ready to tutor at 10 am. As you 

know, NDA is open on-line 24/7/365 so snow storms will only hamper face to face tutoring. 

 

The time between the beginning of second semester and end of the third nine weeks is a critical time. 

The NDA staff will be pushing you to stay up to date on your lessons and cover critical course mate-

rial before Spring 2020 testing. If you get stuck on something, don’t quit, come see us!  

Happy New Year, we look forward to serving you in 2020! Be safe on-line and everywhere -  

 

Stay safe on-line and everywhere, 

John Lutz – Coordinator of Alternative Education 


